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father, Shaykh Abii Tilib, at the age of twenty, went to
Isfahan to pursue his studies, and there married and settled.
He died there in 1127/1715 at the age of sixty-nine, leaving
three sons, of whom our author was the eldest, to mourn
his loss1. Shaykh 'AH Hazfn speaks in the highest terms
of his father's character and ability, and quotes a few lines
from an elegy which he composed on this mournful occasion.
He also mentions that, amongst other final injunctions, his
father addressed to him the following remarkable words2:
"If you have the choice, make no longer stay in Isfahan.
It were meet that some one of our race should survive/'
" At that time," the author continues," I did not comprehend
this part of his address, not till after some years, when the
disturbance and ruin of Isfahan took place3."

Since the " Memoirs " can be read in English by anyone
interested in their contents, it is unnecessary to discuss or
^ ,,.,*,< analyse them here, and it will be sufficient to

Shaykh 'Alf                    J                                '

Eazin's           emphasize their importance as a picture of the

author's times, and to note a few points of literary
interest In 1135/1722-3 he began to compile a kind of
literary scrap-book or magazine (inajmtfa), probably some-
what similar in character to the Kashkiilvi Shaykh Bahd'u'd-
Dfn 'Amili, and entitled Muddatotl-' Umr* (" Lifetime "), but
it was lost with the rest of his library in the sack of Isfahan
by the Afghdns a few months later. About the same time
or a little earlier he wrote, besides numerous philosophical
commentaries, a book on the Horse (Faras-ndmd)> and

1  A fourth son died in infancy.   The mother survived the father by
two years.

2  Belfour's text, p. 16; translation, p. 14.

3  Compare text, p. 107; translation, p. 117.

4  See pp, 93-4 of Belfour's translation, to which henceforth refer-
ences will be given.   There is a MS. of this work in the British Museum.
See Rieu's Persian Catalogue, p. 483, where two other works by the
same author, one on wine and measures and another on beasts of
venery, are mentioned.